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What an exciting year for OPERA Iowa it will be! This  
year the tour takes us all across the state. We are thrilled  
to present an adaptation of André Grétry’s Beauty and 
the Beast as part of the 2024 OPERA Iowa season.
 
This delightful and fresh adaptation from Joshua Borths 
looks at the classic fairy tale through a different lens, 
drawing parallels to the modern world by focusing 
on the Beast’s obsession with perception. Beautiful 
scenery, costumes, and a few magical touches bring 
this story to life in the tour of Beauty and the Beast.
 
Programs and posters will be sent approximately 
four weeks before OPERA Iowa is scheduled to arrive. 
You are welcome to add your own insert to these 
programs. The tour runs from Feb 26 - April 26. If you 

are one of the early performances on the tour, these 
materials may arrive closer to your scheduled date 
due to printing constraints. 

We recommend that you keep this InfoPac readily 
available and refer to its contents before our visit. It 
should answer most questions you have, but if you 
find yourself in need of assistance, please feel free 
to call 515-961-6221 or email Bridget Anderson at 
banderson@dmmo.org.
 
We cannot wait to visit your community and look 
forward to all that the 2024 tour has in store!

Welcome!

Before the Performance
BOOK YOUR PERFORMANCE DATE  After you have read through this packet, begin the booking process by filling 
out the Performance Request Form. DMMO staff will then reach out to confirm an available performance date 
and add you to the tour schedule.

SIGN YOUR CONTRACT AND PAY YOUR DEPOSIT  Shortly after booking your performance date, you will 
receive a contract and invoice for deposit. Returning your signed contract and deposit will confirm your spot 
on our tour calendar.

ADVANCE SHEET  We will send out Advance Sheets in January to collect specific information about your visit 
(this is previously the Info Sheet). This will include details for our technical staff so they know what to expect 
on arrival and how many students are atttending the workshops and performances.

FINAL PREPARATIONS  DMMO staff will reach out about a week before your performance to confirm final 
details. Please pay careful attention to this communication to update any last minute changes.

mailto:banderson%40dmmo.org?subject=OI%20Beauty%20and%20the%20Beast
https://forms.gle/sZgN2EXf3qBaw8jk8


Before the Performance
It is important to begin promoting your OPERA Iowa event as soon as details are finalized. The press releases 
on the following pages will assist you in early promotion. Feel free to customize the information to suit your 
individual needs. If you have any questions regarding publicity, please call Scott Arens at 515-961-6221 or email 
sarens@dmmo.org. Approximately four weeks before OPERA Iowa arrives, Des Moines Metro Opera will send a 
news release and photos of the troupe to the media contacts you specified on the Concert Information Sheet.  
You are highly encouraged to give these media contacts a follow-up call to ensure coverage of your event.

Des Moines Metro Opera will also send you publicity posters as well as programs to distribute before the concert.

CHECKLIST
   On-site coordinator (this may be you) to answer any questions.

   Custodial staff for questions concerning power sources to the performance site and to help unload/load and 
         set up scenery. (1 hour when troupe arrives and 1/2 hour before troupe leaves.)

   Stage crew: At least four (4) adults, each capable of lifting at least 50 pounds, to help load and unload scenery  
        from DMMO vehicles. Five (5) or six (6) responsible high school students aged 15 and older may also assist  
        with the load-in and load-out if an adult is provided to supervise their activities.  

   Performance space:     
          An auditorium, theater, gym or cafeteria that is at least 25 feet wide by 15 feet deep with an overhead  
               clearance of at least 13 feet. 
          Two (2) 20-amp circuits. 
          Wi-Fi access. 
          Floor and/or chair seating for students/audience members.

   Additional spaces:  
          At least two (2) dressing rooms (restrooms reserved for DMMO are acceptable). 
          An area that is secured where personal belongings can be stored (office or lockable room).

  A tuned piano for the performance.

SARAH ROSALES is a Salvadoran-American coloratura soprano 
from Cedar Rapids, Iowa. Known for her versatility across many 
genres of music, she has starred in operatic roles such as the 
Queen of the Night (The Magic Flute), Cunegonde (Candide) and 
Despina (Così fan tutt e). She is also known for her performance 
of the national anthem for the 7th Presidential Debate during 
the 2020 U.S. election cycle, becoming the fi rst Salvadoran 
individual to perform on CNN International LIVE. Sarah is a 

recipient of awards from organizations such as Opera Mississippi, The Schubert 
Club, National Society of Arts and Lett ers, Musicians Club of Women and The 
Edvard Grieg Society of Minnesota. She is a graduate of Drake University and 
studies under the tutelage of Leanne Freeman-Miller.

ARIANA WARREN is a mezzo-soprano from Long Island, New 
York. She is excited to be returning for a second season with 
OPERA Iowa. Last year, she sang the Sea Witch in Rusalka: The 
Litt lest Mermaid. She recently completed her third year as a 
young artist at The Glimmerglass Festival where she covered 
the title role in Carmen under the direction of Denyce Graves. 
Other recent credits include: Paquett e (Candide), Second Lady 
(The Magic Flute) and Mastrilla (Songbird). Ms. Warren earned 

an Encouragement Award from the Metropolitan Opera National Council Auditions 
and the Opera Club of Syracuse Award through the Civic Morning Musicals 
Competition. She holds degrees from Arizona State University and Ithaca College. 
While home on Long Island, Ariana performs with Opera Night Long Island. 

MICAH ZIMMERMAN was born and raised in Houston, Texas. 
Finding a passion for music at an early age, he participated 
in choir and solo and ensemble competitions at Parker 
Elementary and remained involved through middle and 
high school, even earning a spot in the All-State Men’s 
Chorus in Texas. In college his passions expanded into other 
areas of theatre as he gained experience as a stage electrician. 
Mr. Zimmerman was part of several productions at Simpson 

College including Kiss Me Kate, The Magic Flute and Gallantry. He also gained 
professional production experience as a stage operations intern for Des Moines 
Metro Opera during the 2022 Festival Season. Most recently, he received his 
bachelor of music in music performance at Simpson College.

THE SYNOPSIS
Many centuries ago, a selfi sh Prince ruled a fairytale kingdom. He wanted to be 
loved, so he tried to buy the aff ection of his people. However, his people were 
not swayed. The Prince became desperate and soon destroyed the surrounding 
forest to gift palaces to his subjects. But when he destroyed magical roses in 
order to make a mystical perfume, he was cursed by the Spirit of the Rose and 
was transformed into a Beast. However, the Beast stole the last rose blossom and 
brought it to the castle, trapping the Spirit of the Rose inside. Now parted from 
her roots, the Beast and Rose are in a stalemate with no way to change or grow.

Centuries later, the daughters of a French merchant, Marcel, are giddy with 
anticipation. Marcel’s merchant vessel is arriving in port laden with treasure, 
so he will grant his daughters one wish in return. Belle, the youngest, is not so 
sure about the plan. After all, “wishes never come true the way they ought to,” 
and every rose must have a thorn.

When a lett er arrives from the coast, Marcel learns his boat was caught in a 
storm and sank to the bott om of the sea. While the sailors escaped, all his 
goods were destroyed. Refusing to be defeated, he leaves to the port himself, 
but only after promising to grant Belle’s wish and bring back a rose—like the 
kind her mother loved. 

While traveling to the sea, Marcel gets lost and discovers a mysterious castle 
where he is welcomed by the Spirit of the Rose, whom he cannot see. As Marcel 
feasts and plots to steal the treasures in the palace, the Spirit of the Rose warns 
him not to touch the magic rose. If he does, he will face the wrath of the Beast. 
Marcel greedily steals the rose, summoning the Beast. Marcel is imprisoned.

Meanwhile, Belle leaves home to fi nd her missing father, and follows his tracks 
to the Beast’s castle where she trades her life for her father’s freedom. The 
Spirit of the Rose tries to comfort Belle, and showers her with gifts, including 
a magic mirror that allows her to see anything she wishes to see. Belle is 
heartbroken to see her father grief stricken and ill. 

Alone, the Beast wonders why Belle would sacrifi ce her life for another’s. After 
an awkward confrontation, the Spirit of the Rose tells Belle how the Beast 
was cursed and convinces her to help transform the castle, teaching the Beast 
how to cultivate his inner beauty… In a world fi lled with superfi ciality and 
shallowness, each character soon learns what happens when exterior beauty 
shields the monster lurking underneath. 

ABOUT THE TROUPE 
Originally from Houston, Texas, ALYSSA BARNES earned a 
bachelor of music at the University of Texas at Austin and 
a master of music at Southern Methodist University. She 
was a winner of the 2019 Texas Camerata Baroque Aria 
Competition and a semifi nalist in the Concert Artists Guild 
2021 national competition. Ms. Barnes participated in the 
Houston Grand Opera community and learning program, 
which brings musical performances and storytelling to 

communities throughout the city. This year she returns to DMMO as an Apprentice 
Artist, performing the roles of Belle in Beauty and the Beast and the Clown in Sid 
the Serpent Who Wanted to Sing as part of the OPERA Iowa tour. Ms. Barnes will 
cover Ninett e in The Love for Three Oranges during DMMO’s summer festival.

Based in Richmond, Virginia, JOSHUA BORTHS has had a 
diverse career as a stage director, educator, writer and arts 
administrator across the country. Currently, Mr. Borths 
is the Resident Scholar at Virginia Opera and will be 
returning to the summer staff  of Des Moines Metro Opera 
for his seventh season to direct The Falling and the Rising. 
Additionally, Mr. Borths has writt en over a dozen children’s 
opera adaptations that have been seen by over 100,000 

students across the country. Visit OperaClassroom.com for more information.

LOGAN DELL’ACQUA is an American lyric baritone from 
Traverse City, Michigan. He received a bachelor of music 
in voice from DePauw University under the direction of 
professor Caroline Smith and a master of music from the 
University of Michigan under the direction of professors 
Stephan Lusmann and George Shirley. Recent operatic 
roles include Marullo (Rigolett o, Nashville Opera), Bob 
(The Old Maid and the Thief, Seagle Music Colony), Dr. Falke 

(Die Fledermaus, University of Michigan), Marcello (La Bohème, University 
of Michigan) and Elijah from the oratorio Elijah (American Choral Society). 
Notable musical theater accolades include Bobby (Company, DePauw University) 
and Sir Lancelot (Spamalot, DePauw University).

BRANDON HEARRELL has been doing theatre since 2016 
when he immediately fell in love with the art form back in 
high school. He att ended the University of Houston and 
has spent several summers as an intern with Des Moines 
Metro Opera. Most recently he was DMMO’s assistant stage 
supervisor for the 2022 Festival Season. Mr. Hearrell is very 
excited to be part of the OPERA Iowa troupe and to bring 
wonderful theatre to schools across the state of Iowa!

Tenor NICHOLAS HUFF’s “vocal and dramatic fearlessness” has 
led him to such roles as Don Ott avio (Don Giovanni, Florida 
Grand Opera), Tonio (The Daughter of the Regiment, Kenosha 
Opera Festival), Mitch (A Streetcar Named Desire, FGO), Fabian 
Hart (If I Were You, Merola Opera), Tamino (The Magic Flute, 
Opera Fort Collins), Alfred (Die Fledermaus, The Muses Project) 
and Nemorino (The Elixir of Love, Miami Lyric Opera). Mr. Huff  
was part of the defi nitive, Grammy-nominated production 

recording of Carlisle Floyd’s fi nal opera, Prince of Players, in the Studio at Florida 
Grand Opera and the Merola Opera Program. Mr. Huff  earned his bachelor’s and 
master’s degrees from Carthage College and the Eastman School of Music.   

DURA JUN is one of the most frequently featured, predominantly 
talented collaborative pianists and vocal coaches in NYC. She 
currently works at Manhatt an School of Music, Bard College 
and Fiorello LaGuardia High School for Music and Art. She has 
worked with City Lyric Opera for several seasons, including 
this previous year which featured Lori Laitman’s newest opera, 
Uncovered. Ms. Jun has also worked with Thomas Hampson, 
Stephanie Blythe, as well as Marilyn Horne in master classes. 

Ms. Jun holds her bachelor’s degree from Seoul National University and master’s 
degree and professional studies diploma from Manhatt an School of Music. In 
addition to serving as the music director for the OPERA Iowa tour, Ms. Jun will be 
joining DMMO’s summer music staff  as a coach for the Apprentice Artist Program.
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The Coons Foundation

OPERA Iowa

PUBLIC SUPPORT PROVIDED BY

CAST
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WITH SUPPORT FROM

ADDITIONAL SUPPORT BY

The Coons Foundation

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
June 9 & 10  PICNIC & PUCCINI FAMILY OPERA ADVENTURE
Blank Performing Arts Center 
Join us for this family opera adventure that includes a tour of the theatre, a special performance of 
Sid the Serpent Who Wanted to Sing and lunch. $12 per person.

June 30-July 23  2023 SUMMER FESTIVAL
Blank Performing Arts Center
Bizet  CARMEN—June 30, July 2, 7, 11, 13, 15, 23
Bartók  BLUEBEARD’S CASTLE—July 1, 9, 14, 22
Prokofi ev  THE LOVE FOR THREE ORANGES—July 8, 16, 18, 21  
All productions will feature English supertitles. Tickets start at $25.

July 8-22  2ND STAGES SERIES 
Kander/Gumbel  DWB (DRIVING WHILE BLACK)—July 8, 15, 21
Redler/Dye  THE FALLING AND THE RISING—July 20, 22

JULY 12   STARS OF TOMORROW 
7:30 pm, Sheslow Auditorium, Drake University Campus
The rising stars of the Apprentice Artist Program perform arias, duets and ensembles with members 
of the Festival Orchestra in Des Moines. $40 premium seating, $25 general, $10 student 
 

DMMO.ORG OR (515) 961-6221 
FOR TICKETS AND INFO

FOLLOW US! 
 facebook.com/DesMoinesMetroOpera

twitter.com/DesMoinesOpera
instagram.com/DesMoinesMetroOpera

ACT 1: MARCEL’S HOUSE

Intermission

ACT 2: BEAST’S CASTLE 

Belle
ALYSSA BARNES

Beast
NICHOLAS HUFF

Adele
ARIANA WARREN

Marcel
LOGAN DELL’ACQUA

Spirit of the Rose/Josett e
SARAH ROSALES

PRODUCTION
Music
ANDRE GRÉTRY
(as arranged by JOSHUA BORTHS)

Librett o
JOSHUA BORTHS

Music Director
DURA JUN

Stage Director
JOSHUA BORTHS

Technical Supervisor
BRANDON HEARRELL

Technical Assistant
MICAH ZIMMERMAN

Scenic Designer
NATALIE HINING

Costume Coordinator
CHARI KRUSE

SETTING

beaUtY
BeasT

and the

Grétry/borths

beaUtY
BeasT

and the

Grétry

Daniel J. and Ann L. 
Krumm Charitable Trust

FRED MAYTAG 
FAMILY FOUNDATION

In memory of C. Robert Brenton 
given by Babette C. Brenton

Enterprise Holdings 
Foundation

Henry G. and Norma A. 
Peterson Charitable Trust

MEREDITH 
CORPORATION 
FOUNDATION

Beauty and the Beast was commissioned 
with support in memory of 

ROBERTA STARRY KERR

*Design may vary by year

desmoinesmetroopera.org/operaiowa  |  515-961-6221

American Equity  /  In memory of C. Robert Brenton given by Babette C. Brenton  /  Casey’s General Stores  /  EMC Insurance Companies  /  Enterprise Holdings Foundation   

Henry G. and Norma A. Peterson Charitable Trust  /  Merchants Bonding Co.  /  Meredith Corporation Foundation   /  MidAmerican Energy Foundation  /  Polk County

WITH GENEROUS SUPPORT FROM:

ADDITIONAL SUPPORT BY:

Gabus Family 
Foundation

MONDAY, APRIL 22  |  7:00PM
Wilcox Performing Arts Center

715 South Sample, Algona

free and open to the public!

The Coons Foundation
OPERA IOWA PREMIER SPONSOR:

OPERA Iowa

The Haggard-Twogood Charitable Trust presents

Grétry

CONCERT SPONSOR:

Daniel J. and Ann L. 
Krumm Charitable Trust

Fred Maytag 
Family Foundation

mailto:sarens%40dmmo.org?subject=Question%20regarding%20OI%20publicity


PRODUCTION 

Music 
ANDRÉ GRÉTRY 
(as arranged by Joshua Borths)

Libretto 
JOSHUA BORTHS

Music Director  
CONNOR BUCKLEY

Stage Director  
JOSHUA BORTHS

Technician  
TBA

Scenic Designer  
NATALIE HINING

Costume Coordinator  
TBA

CAST

Belle 
SOPRANO

Beast 
TENOR

Marcel 
BARITONE

Spirit/Josette 
SOPRANO

Adèle 
MEZZO-SOPRANO

Enjoy a twist on the classic fairytale with the world premiere tour of Beauty and the Beast! The characters in 
Belle’s world are obsessed with how they are perceived by the those around them. The Prince was the worst 
example of this until the Spirit of the Rose cursed him so that his body would reflect his soul, and everyone 
would see him for the beast he truly was. With the help of Belle, the Spirit of the Rose, and a magic mirror, the 
Beast will try to change his heart and break the curse.

About the Opera



Date 

Organization 

Contact 

Phone 

Experience World-Class Opera Without Leaving Town!

Area residents of         (your town, state)         will have the chance to see one of Iowa’s premier performing arts 
organizations when OPERA Iowa, Des Moines Metro Opera’s educational touring troupe, arrives on          (date)          
to present Grétry/Borths’ Beauty and the Beast (sung in English), at            (place/time)           . The performance is 
sponsored by             (sponsor)           . To purchase tickets (insert information here on where to purchase tickets, 
prices, etc. If concert is free, make sure to let everyone know!).

Over the past 38 years, the OPERA Iowa Educational Touring Troupe has performed in 10 states throughout the 
region and even in Japan and China, spreading the joy of opera to more than one million students and adults. 
OPERA Iowa is an Education Division program of Des Moines Metro Opera, which is located in Indianola, 
Iowa, just south of Des Moines. Des Moines Metro Opera will be celebrating its 52nd Festival Season, featuring 
performances of Rossini’s The Barber of Seville, R. Strauss’s Salome, Debussy’s Pelléas & Mélisande and Geter/
Palmer’s American Apollo during its Summer Festival which will run from June 28 through July 21, 2024. For more 
information on Des Moines Metro Opera’s upcoming season, visit our website at desmoinesmetroopera.org.

For more information on the OPERA Iowa performance, contact:

                             (your contact person)                             

                       (name of your organization)                         

                                        (phone)                                      

The OPERA Iowa troupe is available for interviews and photos while at schools and concerts. Please arrange 
through Scott Arens (sarens@dmmo.org) at Des Moines Metro Opera. For a complete tour schedule, please  
call 515-961-6221. 
 
Be sure to like us on Facebook and Instagram!

Sample Press Release

http://www.desmoinesmetroopera.org
mailto:sarens%40dmmo.org?subject=I%20am%20interested%20in%20interview/photos%20with%20OI%20troupe


After the Performance
You can help Des Moines Metro Opera by sending a few thank you letters, colorful drawings, postcards, or other 
interesting works of art to our leading corporate supporters. Sponsors have told us that letters of appreciation 
from students and teachers mean a great deal to them. We also include these examples when we apply for grants 
which support OPERA Iowa in the future. We love to see these in our office as well. The OPERA Iowa troupe 
members especially like to receive mail sent by the students they have met on the tour. 

You can send your thank yous to Des Moines Metro Opera by mail or email, and we’ll take care of the rest!

Presenting Sponsor

With Support From

Additional Support By

The Coons Foundation

Daniel J. and Ann L.  
Krumm Charitable Trust

FRED MAYTAG  
FAMILY FOUNDATION

GABUS FAMILY 
FOUNDATION

In memory of C. Robert Brenton 
given by Babette C. Brenton

Enterprise Holdings 
Foundation

Henry G. and Norma A. 
Peterson Charitable Trust

MEREDITH  
CORPORATION 
FOUNDATION



After the Performance
BECOME AN ADVOCATE FOR ARTS AND CULTURE IN IOWA! 

Why? Because cultural programs like OPERA Iowa are important to the state of Iowa. Please send a letter to 
your local Representative, Congress member or Senator to invite them to support arts and culture in Iowa. 
Your input is invaluable to helping maintain the level of support Iowa currently invests into the arts. Past 
letters from grateful OPERA Iowa students were included within the U.S. Congressional Record as part of the 
National Endowment for the Arts’ request for renewed funding.

To contact your Iowa State Representative or Senator to share your support of programs like OPERA Iowa, visit: 

WEBSITE: www.legis.iowa.gov/legislators 

To contact Iowa’s elected leadership to encourage continued support of arts funding to programs like OPERA Iowa:
www.legis.iowa.gov/contacts/federallinks

Senator Charles (Chuck) Grassley
135 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510
Phone: 202-224-3744
http://www.grassley.senate.gov

Senator Joni Ernst
260 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510
Phone: 712-352-1167
http://www.ernst.senate.gov 

District 1: Representative Mariannette Miller-Meeks
1034 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515 
Phone: 202-225-6576
https://millermeeks.house.gov

District 2: Representative Ashley Hinson
1717 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515
Phone: 202-225-2911
https://hinson.house.gov

District 3: Representative Zach Nunn
1232 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC  20515
Phone: 202-225-5476
https://nunn.house.gov

District 4: Representative Randy Feenstra
1440 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515
Phone: 202-225-4426
http://feenstra.house.gov

http://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislators
http://www.legis.iowa.gov/contacts/federallinks
http://www.grassley.senate.gov
http://www.ernst.senate.gov
https://millermeeks.house.gov
https://hinson.house.gov
https://nunn.house.gov
http://feenstra.house.gov

